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Discover Ann Arbor, a charming city that combines small-town 
warmth with big-city sophistication. Experience the vibrant 
culture, diverse community and breathtaking landscapes. It’s 
the perfect home for students, trainees, residents, fellows and 
faculty. Immerse yourself in the thriving arts scene, meet people 
from different backgrounds, and explore the picturesque natural 
surroundings. Ann Arbor awaits, offering an irresistible blend of 
intellect, fun and a truly unique lifestyle.

1 	 STATE & LIBERTY 
	 East of Main Street

	 The gateway to central campus. 
	 Across the street, step onto the Diag 
	 to do some serious people watching.

2	 MICHIGAN THEATER  
603 E. Liberty Street • marquee-arts.org

	 Host of the Ann Arbor Film Festival 
every year. The State Theater is 
located a half block away. 

3	 MICHIGAN STADIUM 	  
1201 S. Main Street • mgoblue.com

	 “The Big House” features 107,601 
seats. Check mgoblue.com for 
schedule and ticket info.

THE 
TOP 
TEN 
MUST-DO 

LIST

4	 NICHOLS ARBORETUM  
1610 Washington Heights • 

	 mbgna.umich.edu/nichols-arboretum  
A sublime sanctuary, the “Arb” 
is located along the Huron River 
and within walking distance of the 
medical campus.

5	 MAIN STREET AREA  
Downtown • mainstreetannarbor.org 

	 Home to a smorgasbord of unique 
shops, restaurants and great places 

	 to hang out.

http://marquee-arts.org
http://mgoblue.com
http://mgoblue.com
http://mbgna.umich.edu/nichols-arboretum
http://mainstreetannarbor.org


Ann Arbor frequently finds itself on lists of the 
nation’s “top,” “great” and “best” places to live — 
cited for being everything from innovative, educated 
and digital to green, healthy and family friendly. 
Recently, U.S. News & World Report named Ann 
Arbor as the #1 U.S. City with Best Quality of Life 
and WalletHub.com placed Ann Arbor as the #1 Most 
Educated City in America. For more, visit: 
michmed.org/Q9kgG

6	 THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN  
MUSEUM OF ART 

	 525 S. State Street • umma.umich.edu  
One of the top public university 
art museums in the country, the 
collection spans 150 years of works.

7	 THE LAW QUAD  
625 S. State Street

	 A generous courtyard surrounded 
by stunning Gothic architecture, the 
crown jewel of which is the  
Law Library.

8	 KERRYTOWN  
North Downtown • kerrytown.com

	 Quaint historic district home to  
one-of-a-kind gems, including the 
original world-famous Zingerman’s 
Deli and the Farmers Market.

9	 HURON RIVER 	  
Winding through Ann Arbor, this 

	 104-mile waterway is an official trail 
in the National Water Trail System. 
Travel by canoe, kayak, raft, tube and 
paddleboard. michmed.org/@QWJA

10 	 MATTHAEI BOTANICAL GARDENS 
1800 N. Dixboro Road •  
mbgna.umich.edu 
Majestic display gardens, including 
the new Medicinal Garden, miles of 
walking trails, and a 10,000-square-foot 
Conservatory.
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GETTING 
AROUND 
A2
This is a town best explored sidewalk  
by sidewalk. Take in the sights one block 
at a time, from Kerrytown to downtown. 
Amble along State Street. Cross the 
Diag into central campus. It’s easy to 
find your way and explore the city’s 
many treasures at your own pace.

Alternative Transportation

By bus: Students, faculty and staff 
ride free with your MCard on The Ride. 
theride.org

By bike: 79 miles of bike lanes around 
town. michmed.org/zg45w 
Trails to communities surrounding Ann 
Arbor. b2btrail.org

By car: Choose your personal ride, 
Zipcar or rideshare with Uber or Lyft.

http://WalletHub.com
http://michmed.org/Q9kgG
http://umma.umich.edu
http://kerrytown.com
http://michmed.org/
http://mbgna.umich.edu
http://theride.org
http://michmed.org/zg45w
http://b2btrail.org


FALL FOR ANN ARBOR
Our fall color palette is a glorious spectacle of blazing reds, oranges and golds — the perfect 
backdrop for an afternoon outdoors in the city or nearby areas:

• 	Hiking a trail in any of the splendid parks nearby. In addition to the Arb and other local parks, hikers enjoy convenient 
access to the 36-mile Waterloo Pinckney Trail just west of the city. michmed.org/KDkgz

• 	 Dexter Cider Mill. One of many mills open seasonally, natural cider is pressed from locally grown apples here and offered 
with an abundance 
of fresh-baked treats. dextercidermill.com

• 	 Ann Arbor Marathon. The streets of Ann Arbor are turned over to the fleet feet of residents and visitors, starting outside 
The Big House, then along the Huron River, and crossing the finish line on Main Street. 
annarbormarathon.com

• 	 Midnight Madness. The first Friday night in December means downtown Ann Arbor’s holiday season kickoff with events, 
entertainment, pop-ups, and of course Galens Medical Society’s annual Tag Days fundraiser.  
mainstreetannarbor.org/midnight-madness

WINTER WONDERLAND 

Winter in Ann Arbor offers plenty of fun activities to keep you busy, indoors or out. Our top picks 
include:

• 	Staying warm inside any store downtown. There are plenty of cozy spots to choose from, including bookstores 
of all kinds, specialty shops, cafés, museums, theaters and restaurants. Be sure to check out Restaurant Week. 
annarborrestaurantweek.com

• 	 Ice skating & ice hockey games. Spectator or player? Find it at Yost Ice Arena. mgoblue.com/yost 

• 	 Cross-country skiing & sledding. Ski trails and sledding hills await you, many at no charge. michmed.org/PYngA

• 	 Live performances by artists from home and around the world.  The University Musical Society’s current season 
features a variety of music, dance and theater. ums.org/performances

SPRING FEVER 
From first thaw to full bloom, this season brings some of the most anticipated events of the year:

• 	Ann Arbor Film Festival. The longest running event of its kind, this festival brings a world of cinema to the screens of the 
Michigan Theater every March. aafilmfest.org 

• 	 FOOLMoon and FestiFOOL. Ann Arbor original creations, these community arts events kick off the city’s outdoor festival 
season with a parade of larger-than-life puppets. michmed.org/YWG9R

• 	 Spring Plant Sale. Purchase unique and varied plants, flowers and herbs at the Matthaei Botanical Gardens’ annual sale.  
mbgna.umich.edu/spring-plant-sales

• 	 Taste of Ann Arbor. Sample delicious dishes from local restaurants and food vendors, showcasing the city’s diverse food 
scene. mainstreetannarbor.org/taste-of-ann-arbor

• 	 Wildflower Walk. Witness the vibrant display of native wildflowers blooming at the Nichols Arboretum. View one of the 
largest collections (over 270 varieties) of herbaceous peonies at the W.E. Upjohn Peony Garden. peony.mbgna.umich.edu

Photo by Kevin Bender

SUMMER’S HERE 
Summer is a fun time of year in Ann Arbor with many festivals in the city and surrounding area. 
There’s always something to do:

•	 Ann Arbor Farmers Market. More than 100 local producers gather here every week to offer their finest fare. Food Truck 
Rallies and Guest Chef Cooking Demos take place on select days in the summer. michmed.org/GQqvK

• 	 Ann Arbor Summer Festival. Beginning in June every year, this three-week event is an exhilarating celebration of 
performing arts, outdoor entertainment and community spirit. a2sf.org 

•	 Ann Arbor Art Fair. In July, the streets of downtown Ann Arbor fill with artists and visitors from across the country to attend 
this nationally recognized event. artfair.org 

• 	 Outdoor fun. Golfing, hiking, horseback riding, swimming in lakes or neighborhood pools, fishing, or playing at the park — 
it’s all here! a2gov.org/parks-and-recreation

http://michmed.org/KDkgz
http://dextercidermill.com
http://annarbormarathon.com
http://mainstreetannarbor.org/midnight-madness
http://annarborrestaurantweek.com
http://mgoblue.com/yost
http://michmed.org/PYngA
http://ums.org/performances
http://aafilmfest.org
http://michmed.org/YWG9R
http://mbgna.umich.edu/spring-plant-sales
http://scene.mainstreetannarbor.org/taste-of-ann-arbor
http://peony.mbgna.umich.edu
http://michmed.org/GQqvK
http://a2sf.org
http://artfair.org
http://a2gov.org/parks-and-recreation
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Favorite Nearby Destinations

When you’re looking for a change of 
scenery, these places are just a drive away. 
 
Pinckney State Recreation Area • 20 miles

Mexicantown • 44 miles

Lake Michigan • 156 miles

Downtown Detroit • 43 miles

Toronto • 274 miles

Eastern Market • 44 miles

Traverse City • 240 miles

Mackinac Island • 282 miles

Chicago • 240 miles

Niagara Falls • 293 miles

Cedar Point • 120 miles

Huron Metroparks • 22 miles
Sleeping Bear Dunes 

Lake Michigan

Downtown Detroit

P   Public Parking

V  University Visitor Parking

P   Medical Center Patient Parking

S   Medical Center  
	 Staff Parking

Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum

Known For: More than 250 creative, interactive exhibits

Petting Farm at Domino’s Farms

Known For: Friendly barnyard

Detroit Zoo

Known For: Polar bears and 2,000+ other animals

Toledo Zoo

Known For: Giraffe feeding 

Leslie Science & Nature Center

Known For: Fun nature events

Chelsea Treehouse

Known For: 9,000 square foot indoor playhouse

FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN
Ann Arbor is a great place to raise kids with amazing schools, 
tons of cultural activities, many local parks and playgrounds, 
museums, festivals, libraries, sports events and more.  
Plus, nearby cities like Detroit and Toledo expand your 
extracurricular options. 



Aventura

216 E. Washington St. 
Known For: Spanish tapas & craft cocktails 

Bigalora

3050 Washtenaw Ave. 
Known For: Pizza

Black Pearl

302 S. Main St. 
Known For: Seafood restaurant & martini bar

Blank Slate Creamery

300 W. Liberty St. 
Known For: Homemade 
ice cream

The Blue Nile

221 E. Washington St. 
Known For: Ethiopian cuisine

The Chop House

322 S. Main St.  
Known For: Steak & wine

Conor O’Neill’s Irish Pub

318 S. Main St. 
Known For: Great food & live music

Detroit Filling Station

300 Detroit St. 
Known For: Range of vegan  
options & carryout

The Dixboro Project

5400 Plymouth Rd. 
Known For: Fine dining, café & takeout in 
natural setting

Echelon Kitchen + Bar

200 S. Main St. 
Known For: Upscale vegetable-forward 
seasonal fare

Frita Batidos

117 W. Washington St. 
Known For: Cuban-inspiried street food

Gandy Dancer

401 Depot St. 
Known For: Seafood

Grizzly Peak Brewing Company

120 W. Washington St. 
Known For: Wood-fired pizza & sports

Jerusalem Garden

314 E. Liberty St. 
Known For: Middle Eastern cuisine

Knight’s Downtown Steakhouse

600 E. Liberty St. 
Known For: Delicious steak & strong drinks

The Lunch Room Bakery & Café

2200 Fuller Ct. 
Known For: Plant-based comfort food, near VA 
Hospital

Mani Osteria & Bar

341 E. Liberty St. 
Known For: Creative Italian dishes

Miss Kim

415 N. Fifth Ave. 
Known For: Inspired Korean food in cozy 
Kerrytown location

Pacific Rim by Kana

114 W. Liberty St. 
Known For: Contemporary Pan-Asian cuisine

Palio

347 S. Main St. 
Known For: Italian cuisine & rooftop patio

Peridot

118 W Liberty St. 
Known For: Vietnamese fusion shareable plates

Real Seafood

341 S. Main St. 
Known For: Fresh seafood & raw bar
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COFFEE SHOPS 
Downtown  The usual chain java joints, and many local selections and specialty brews along Main, 
Washington and Liberty Streets. detroit.eater.com/maps/best-coffee-shops-ann-arbor

TASTE OF ANN ARBOR
Whether you’re looking for a light snack or 
a sumptuous dinner out, Ann Arbor’s 300+ 
restaurants are sure to please your palate.

These are just a few of Ann Arbor’s diverse 
and distinctive culinary offerings.  
Visit annarbor.org/dining for more ideas.

Sava’s

216 S. State St. 
Known For: Locally sourced eclectic cuisine

Shalimar

307 S. Main St.  
Known For: North Indian, Tandoori & Mughlai 
cuisines

Spiedo

307 5th Ave. 
Known For: Spice-heavy flatbread  
wraps & salads

TAQ

106 E. Liberty St. 
Known For: Inventive Mexican  
cuisine & street-side dining

Tomukun Noodle Bar & Korean BBQ

505 E. Liberty St. 
Known For: Table-top grills & classic Korean 
soul food

York

1928 Packard St. 
Known For: Craft comfort food & drinks

Zingerman’s

Deli: 422 Detroit St. 
Roadhouse: 2501 Jackson Ave. 
Known For: Extraordinary deli & really good 
American food

Zola

Café: 112 W. Washington St. 
Bistro: 3030 Washtenaw Ave. 
Known For: Brunch 

http://detroit.eater.com/maps/best-coffee-shops-ann-arbor
http://annarbor.org/dining


The Ark

316 S. Main St.

Known For: Premier 
acoustic music venue

Ashley’s Restaurant & Pub

338 S. State St.

Known For: Premium 
bar selection

Babs’ Underground Lounge

213 S. Ashley St.

Known For: Lounge vibe

Bill’s Beer Garden

218 S. Ashley St.

Known For: Seasonal outdoor space

The Blind Pig

208. S. 1st St.

Known For: Live music

Blue Llama Jazz Club and Restaurant

314 S. Main St.

Known For: Afro-Caribbean menu & soulful 
music

The Circ Bar

210 S. First St.

Known For: Rooftop deck with sunset views 
& karaoke

Dominick’s

812 Monroe St.

Known For: Relaxed outdoor seating, sangria 
& pizza. Open spring-fall.

Heidelberg

215 N. Main St.

Known For: Traditional German beer hall

Hopcat

311 Maynard St.

Known For: Brew pub & massive beer menu

Jolly Pumpkin Café & Brewery

311 S. Main St.

Known For: Relaxed & eclectic brewpub

La Dolce Vita

322 S. Main St.

Known For: Sublime desserts

The Last Word

301 W. Huron St.

Known For: Excellent cocktails

LIVE Nightclub

102 S. 1st St.

Known For: Popular dance club  
for grad students
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AT NIGHT IN ANN ARBOR
As with many other aspects of living in Ann Arbor, the options of what to do after dark are endless. 
Here are some of the best places to unwind, let loose and be entertained till the wee hours:

Many Ann Arbor restaurants feature a bar 
of their own where you can comfortably 
relax and enjoy cocktails on a date or in 
a group. Go to annarbor.org/things-to-do/
nightlife for more nightspot ideas.

Mash

211 E. Washington St.

Known For: Bourbon, whiskey & beer

Rabbit Hole

210 S. 1st St.

Known For: Century-old underground vaults 
housing modern nightclub

South U

The place for happy hours at main campus 
watering holes such as Brown Jug, Blue 
Leprechaun, Rick’s, Good Time Charley’s, 
Garage Bar

Known For: College scene

University Musical Society

Venues vary — visit ums.org for schedule & 
location

Known For: Local to international music,  
theater & dance series

Uplift Bar

210 S. First St.

Known For: LGBTQ+ community hub

http://annarbor.org/things-to-do/nightlife
http://annarbor.org/things-to-do/nightlife
http://ums.org

