
February 7, 2022
Virtual Talking Circle

Education Innovation in the Laboratory Setting



Talking Circle Background

http://firstnationspedagogy.ca/circletalks.html
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https://www.harvardmacy.org/index.php/hmi/mededpearls-august-2021
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Innovation@MM – 2021: Seven Themes

1. Approaches in education are not learner-centered
2. Assessment and evaluation approaches remain traditional, 

and are challenged to evolve and iterate
3. Prominent fear of failure & risk-taking
4. Infrastructure does not fully support education innovation 

(e.g., classroom, instructional technology)
5. Teams unaware of what others are doing
6. Lack of diverse and inclusive perspectives in design and 

decisions
7. Misaligned incentives for bold experimentation



Education In ___ Setting… Virtual Talking Circles



Today, we focus on Education and Training 
Innovation in the Laboratory Setting 

Pressures to Innovate*
STEM workforce trends

Acceleration in discoveries
Globalization

Graduate education scholarship
Education technology

Interdisciplinary learning
*Innovations in Graduate Education (IGE) Program
PROGRAM SOLICITATION
NSF 20-595
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20595/nsf20595.htm

about:blank
about:blank


Today, each innovator was asked to…

Briefly describe their education innovation.
What did they learn from their innovation?

What advice would they give to others?



As we listen to their stories, keep 
the following questions front of 

mind…

What does it take to be 
innovative in the laboratory 

setting? 

What is unique about this setting 
that present challenges and 

opportunities?  



Education Innovator:
Mary O’Riordan
Mentor Training



Education Innovator:
Carrie Ferrario

Laboratory Expectations and
“Boot Camps”



For discussion…

What does it take to be innovative in the 
laboratory setting? 

What is unique about this setting that present 
challenges and opportunities?  



Thursday, March 17, 2022
12:00-1:00 pm

Education Innovations in Simulation

Monday, April 18, 2022
12:00-1:00 pm

HSEI Task Force Update

Monday, May 16, 2022
12:00-1:00 pm

Education Innovations in 
Interprofessional Education

Next Virtual Talking Circles
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